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"I'm glad we discovered her hearing loss so early.  I'm concerned about her language developing, and the earlier she can develop sounds, the better."

Parent of a child identified by newborn hearing screening with a sensorineural hearing loss
	Hearing Loss In Early Childhood

The Joint Committee on Infant Hearing recommends Universal Newborn Hearing Screening, and newborns in most states receive this screening. In 2005, 94% of all newborns in WA were screened for hearing loss; this is projected to rise.

The average age of identification of hearing loss for children not screened at birth is 18 - 24 months.  Optimal age of identification is before 6 months, so that children with hearing loss can receive early intervention services to develop language skills on par with their peers.

What Might You Do In Your Office Practice?

· Check each infant's hospital records for newborn hearing screening.

· Review the history for high-risk factors (see box below).

· Ask if the child is meeting appropriate hearing, speech, and language milestones.
Referral To A Pediatric Audiologist

· If a child presents with one or more risk indicators for hearing loss

· If a child has not achieved appropriate hearing milestones (e.g., not alerting to sounds at 4-6 months) or speech/language milestones.

· Children < 6 months should be referred for Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response and Otoacoustic Emissions Tests.

· Children > 6 months should be referred for a behavioral audiology evaluation.




	Risk Indicators For Hearing Loss

1.
Parent/caregiver concern regarding hearing, speech, language or developmental delay

2.
Recurrent or persistent otitis media with effusion for at least 3 months

3.
Family history of hereditary childhood sensorineural hearing loss

4.
In utero infection:  cytomegalovirus, rubella, syphilis, herpes, and toxoplasmosis

5.
Craniofacial abnormalities incl. morphological abnormalities of the pinna and ear canal

6.
Birthweight < 1500 g.

7.
Hyperbilirubinemia at a serum level requiring exchange transfusion

8.
Ototoxic medications used in multiple courses or used with loop diuretics

9.
Bacterial meningitis

10.
Apgar scores of 0-4 at 1 minute or 0-6 at 5 minutes

11.
Mechanical ventilation lasting 5 days or longer

12.
Stigmata associated with a syndrome known to include sensorineural or conductive hearing loss

13.
Head trauma associated with loss of consciousness or skull fracture


	 (3) County Resources for Developmental Screening and Assessment

	· For children under age three:
	Contact:  (4)



	· For children age three and older:
	Contact: Local school district
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	Phone
	Fax
	District:
	Phone
	Fax

	(5)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Hearing Loss Information and Resources:

	Local:
	(6)  Please see instructions for a listing of pediatric audiology services that meet the requirements of the WA State DOH Protocol for Diagnostic Audiological Assessment and choose from it those in your area to list here.
	

	Regional:
	EHDDI Program 

Washington State Department of Health

Children's Hospital and Regional Medical Center    

     Wendy Harrison, MS, CCC-A
	206-418-5613

ehddi2@doh.wa.gov
206-987-2457, 1-888-365-7767

wendy.harrison@seattlechildrens.org


	Internet:
	DOH Website on EHDDI                                                                                          

DOH Protocol for Newborn Hearing Screening

DOH Pediatric Audiology Services Guide, and Protocol for Diagnostic Audiological Assessment: Follow-up for Newborn Hearing Screening

DOH Best Practice Guidelines in Early Intervention for Children with Hearing Loss

Children’s Hospital Newborn Hearing Screening Website

WA State Medical Home Website – Hearing Information
	www.doh.wa.gov/ehddi 

www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/mch/genetics/Images/newborn_protocol.pdf
www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/mch/genetics/ehddi/Images/Pediatric_Audiology_Services_Guide.pdf
www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/mch/Genetics/Images/Best_Practices.pdf
www.newborn-hearing-screening.org 
www.medicalhome.org/health/
hearing.cfm 
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